[Intestinal necroses in severely injured patients without abdominal trauma].
Bowel necrosis in the critical trauma patient without abdominal involvement or preexisting vascular disease is a known but rare complication. During 1977-1986 we observed 31 cases in 2530 patients. Symptoms were unspecific, and since most of the patients were artificially ventilated, pain and tenderness were of little diagnostic value. Twenty-three patients presented with paralytic ileus, fifteen with diarrhea, and four with melena. In eleven patients diagnosis was made clinically, and in twenty patients at autopsy. Twenty-three patients died from septic shock, six from cerebral complications, and one from myocardial infarction. Risk factors for bowel necrosis were fluid restriction, hypotension, hypoxemia, venous congestion, vasoconstrictive drugs, paralytic ileus, and constipation.